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First of all, I am sorry for your loss. 

In the tragic situation where your spouse has passed away, the last thing on your mind may be starting 
your own Canada Pension Plan (CPP) Retirement Pension some day in the future.  When that day comes, 
your CPP Retirement Pension will be calculated according to CPP combined benefit rules.  A CPP 
combined benefit is the combination of a CPP Survivor’s Pension and your own CPP Retirement Pension.  
A CPP Survivor’s Pension is calculated based on contributions made into the CPP by your deceased 
spouse, and their CPP earnings history.  Your CPP Retirement Pension is calculated based on your 
contributions into the CPP, and your own CPP earnings history. 

A CPP combined benefit is calculated by taking information from both your deceased spouse’s CPP 
earnings history, and your own CPP earnings history.  Not having access to your deceased spouse’s CPP 
earnings history is where a problem can arise.  Without your deceased spouse’s earnings history, it may 
be impossible to do the CPP combined benefit calculations.  Thus, it may be impossible for you to have 
an accurate calculation for your CPP combined benefit at a time when you need to consider things like, 
when should I start my CPP Retirement Pension? 

Old School CPP versus New School CPP 

Before the Enhanced CPP came into effect in 2019, this was not a problem.  When a deceased spouse 
only has CPP earnings under the Base CPP, or the original program, the information that is required to 
do CPP combined benefit calculations can be reverse-engineered from the CPP Survivor’s Pension that a 
surviving spouse receives.  In this case, the deceased spouse’s CPP earnings history is usually not 
required in order to do the CPP combined benefit calculations.1   

1 Although having the CPP earnings history is always the best information to start with for CPP calculations. 
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However, if the deceased spouse contributed into the Enhanced CPP, then the information that is 
required to do CPP combined benefit calculations cannot be reverse-engineered from the CPP Survivor’s 
Pension that a surviving spouse receives.  This is because the CPP Survivor’s Pension is paid out as a 
single amount that is a total of the three individual components of the CPP: 

1. the Base CPP portion, 
2. the 1st Additional CPP portion, and 
3. the 2nd Additional CPP portion.   

 
When only the total is provided, rather than information about all three parts, there isn’t sufficient 
information to accurately reverse-engineer what is needed to do CPP combined benefit calculations.  
Thus, there won’t be sufficient information for you to know how much you can receive from the CPP as 
a combined benefit, at the different starting ages that you are considering for your own CPP Retirement 
Pension! 
 

How the Enhanced CPP Causes Combined Benefit Calculation Uncertainty 
 
Starting to receive a CPP combined benefit will trigger a recalculation of the CPP Survivor’s Pension, 
which will result in a decrease of the CPP Survivor’s Pension amount.  The CPP combined benefit is 
subject to a maximum amount which, simplistically, can be said to be the same maximum as the CPP 
Retirement Pension, for the year that the CPP Retirement Pension starts.2   
 
The CPP combined benefit calculation procedure looks at each component of the Enhanced CPP 
individually.  For the Base CPP portion only, the associated Base portion of the CPP Survivor’s Pension 
will decrease in a manner that, when combined with the surviving spouse’s own CPP Retirement 
Pension, cannot be more than the maximum (Base portion) CPP Retirement Pension.   
 
A consequence of this calculation procedure is that if the individual component amounts are not known 
for the deceased spouse, then the amount for the Base portion maximum test cannot be calculated 
accurately.  Since the CPP Survivor’s Pension is paid out as a single amount that is a total of the three 
individual components, the old school reverse-engineering cannot be done, and the deceased spouse’s 
actual CPP earnings history is required.3 
 

There is a Solution! 
 
An Executor has the authority to request, and to receive, the CPP earnings history of the deceased 
spouse, from Service Canada.   
 
In order to do this, the Executor must be listed on the file for the deceased spouse.  Listing the Executor 
is something that needs to happen anyway, in order to apply for the CPP Death Benefit.4   

 
2 The maximum CPP Retirement Pension before the age adjustment factors have been applied. 
3 A CPP earnings history is commonly referred to as a CPP Statement of Contributions. 
4 On form ISP-1200:  https://catalogue.servicecanada.gc.ca/content/EForms/en/CallForm.html?Lang=en&PDF=ISP-
1200.pdf (accessed 20 February 2026). 
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Therefore, we recommend that an Executor-Spouse request the deceased spouse’s CPP Statement of 
Contributions as soon as the Executor-Spouse becomes listed in Service Canada’s records.   
 
We also recommend that estate professionals update their Executor checklists in order to provide a 
reminder that this information gathering task should be completed.  Once the deceased spouse’s CPP 
Statement of Contributions has been received, an Executor-Spouse should save it somewhere safe until 
they need to start thinking about their own CPP Retirement Pension.  An Executor-Spouse could even 
provide it to their financial advisor or planner for safekeeping. 
 
A word of caution is warranted.  The deceased spouse’s CPP Statement of Contributions will not have 
information about their earnings in the year of death until a final tax return has been prepared and 
processed.  This is because Service Canada receives CPP contributions information about an individual 
from that individual’s tax filings to the Canada Revenue Agency.  This means that an Executor-Spouse 
will need to request a CPP Statement of Contributions again, in the year following the year of death.  
Despite this earnings information delay, we still recommend that an Executor-Spouse request a CPP 
Statement of Contributions as soon as they become listed in Service Canada’s records, because an 
Executor-Spouse is likely to already be in touch with Service Canada about the death benefit.  Thus, 
there is less chance of the request for a CPP Statement of Contributions being forgotten about when the 
request is done right away.  Having most of the information is better than none of the information. 
 

Final Remarks 
 
The Enhanced CPP has made CPP calculations and financial planning work more complicated.  However, 
in some cases there are straight forward solutions.  One such solution is for an Executor-Spouse to 
request a CPP Statement of Contributions for the deceased spouse. 
 
Estate and financial professionals have a part to play as well.  They can update their Executor checklists 
in order to provide a reminder for Executor-Spouses to do this critical task.  They can also help by 
providing a safe and reliable way for Executor-Spouses to store this critical information, until it is needed 
for financial planning and CPP decision making. 
 
Acting on these recommendations is a way to honour the work, and literally the contributions, that a 
deceased spouse has made.  A deceased spouse’s CPP contributions can continue to provide for their 
surviving spouse through guaranteed income that is inflation protected, and that will last for the 
remainder of the surviving spouse’s life. 
 
When the time comes for a surviving spouse to start their own CPP Retirement Pension, uncertainty can 
be avoided by having the deceased spouse’s CPP Statement of Contributions. 
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Jason is recognized as an expert in the Canada Pension Plan (CPP). 
 
Finepoint Solutions Inc. provides: 

• CPP calculation solutions 

• CPP education solutions 

• CPP technology solutions 
 
Jason provides CPP calculations to individuals, couples, and to professionals who advise people about 
CPP matters. 
 
 

     

Visit our YouTube channel 
to watch our 

CPP Animated Video Series 

 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwuA3EIkAUT1xIPy3lqJwPg 

 

 
All rights reserved.  No part of this document may be reproduced in part or in whole without the prior 
written approval of the author and/or FINEPOINT SOLUTIONS INC. 

This document is published by FINEPOINT SOLUTIONS INC. for informational purposes only.  Any financial 
planning advice and/or recommendations contained herein should be evaluated relative to individual 
objectives and in consultation with a financial professional. 
 
The opinions presented in this document reflect the author’s judgement at the time of publication; these 
opinions are provided in good faith, but are subject to change without notice and the author holds no 
responsibility for any errors or omissions contained herein. 
 
This document is proved with the understanding that neither FINEPOINT SOLUTIONS INC. nor its owners, 
employees, agents or suppliers bear any responsibility or liability whatsoever in respect thereof. 
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